
       Magic Valley Iris Society CULTURE REPORT 
I hope your irises are doing well.  I had a few 
that went to rot city.  I take out the dead plant 
and soil, and sprinkle with Ajax.  Then I add 
coarse sand.  If you think you can save the iris 
plant after pulling out the mush plant, sprinkle  
it with Ajax.  We do spray with a copper 
fungicide as soon you can walk in your flower 
beds.  We fertilize the irises bloom and after 
bloom with 5-10-10 Lily Miller fertilizer from Fred 
Meyer.  I also put on Iron.  Iron and sulfur helps 
with our alkaline soil and brings out the color in 
the irises. Weeding is good for the soul, skin 
and exercise.  I have been fighting with thrips 
that won’t let the day lilies and gladiolus flowers 
open ‘ correctly.  I have been using Bayer 
chemical spray and hand spray on each  flower. 
It is the only spray that is effective for me. 
 If someone has a better idea please share.  

We are going to have an iris show on May 29 
2021 at Twin Falls Reformed Church Octagon.  
We can be there to set up the show at 8:00AM  
and to enter our stalks. The judging will be 
from 10:30am-12:00pm.  Lunch will be 
provided by the club for the members.  Please 
share your flyer and email with your friends to 
help advertise that the club is having a show.   
The MVIS does have a facebook page, please 
like the page and share with your friends.  The 
show will be finished at 3:00 pm, please stay 
and help clean up.  The clean up will be so 
much easier for Randy and Jeanette because 
they won’t have to haul tables and vacuum the 
KMVT room.  Yes, it does sound like work, but 
I love to see all the different varieties and the 
smell of the irises is wonderful.  Plus, seeing 
people that love irises, again. If everyone will 
bring a few stalks, arrangements, English Box 
and educational entries what a great show we 
will have.  We are so excited because we had 
to cancel last year’s show. 

I want to thank everyone that came to the 
March meeting, it was great to see you.  
Mike Sutton felt bad he couldn’t come, but he 
is willing to come for the fall meeting. 

Are you wondering how to entered the iris show?  
Put your iris stalk in a carrier case to protect it from 
all damage.  I am going to try a pail with swimming 
pool noodles, jam in, space so stalks do not touch 
each other.  Come early, bring an iris stalk with no 
dead flowers and bugs.  Stick in a bud vase that club 
provides, clean off finger prints, fill out entry tag.  
You are done.  Listen to the judge for pointers and 
see if you win a blue ribbon. If you do you will get a  
great new rhizome from the club. The lunch is 
provided by the club for members. We will have 
sandwiches, apples, water, candy and snack bars.    

Our club is affiliated with the America Iris  
Society.  Our show is judged by accredited judges. If 
you take the American Iris Society bulletin for three 
years, then you can be a student judge.  You need ten 
classroom hours, another set of ten hours with one 
on a training for garden and show bench training to 
become a judge.  I am excited as this fall, AIS is 
predicting a new updated handbook.  It will be in 
print and on line.  If you want to know more about 
irises, check out wiki.irises.org and watch Youtube- 
American Irises Society. If you are interested in 
being a judge please let me know as I am the judges 
chairman for Region 11. A judge, Dell Perry will be 
here next year to give training unless we have 
another pandemic.  One thing good about the 
pandemic there is zoom judging classes. 

Treasurer Report 
Checkbook: $ 2,750.86                Dues: $40.00 
CD: $ 2,340.26  %2.48 Due 5-9-2021 
CD: $ 3,528.36  %2.60 Due 5-6-2021 

BILLS: 
newsletter for March, planting chart, show  schedule, 
memberships: $30.36  $5.26 
Stamps: $54.75 
AIS membership-door prize: $30.00 
Club and show prizes: $ 1500.00 
Time news advertisement for show: $137.48 

Sutton’s Iris Gardens are located at 9110 West 
Chinden Blvd. Meridian Idaho.  Sutton’s has a displayed 
garden now.  I like to look at the different growths of the 
irises.  Mike’s best seller’s for this year.

Magic Valley Iris Society dues are $10.00 a year with a 
rhizome, newsletters and emails. 
1750 8th Ave East, TF Id 83301-6901 
Have you seen our webpage: magicvalleyirissociety.com 
We are on facebook: magicvalleyiris society 

Missoula Iris Society is having Patrick Spence-Casadia 
Gardens doing a classroom and garden training on 
Siberian Iris on June 12.  It will be at  the Fort Museum 
and in the evening at Grace United Methodist Church on  
June 12.  It is a great opportunity to learn about 
Siberians.
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